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PU9maker:  Hi koukouz. Its been a while since your last interview. Back then, you were a male, 17 years old studying physics in t3h Free University in Brussel. Tell us some updates.

koukouz: oh well, I turned 21, I am still a male and I am no longer attending college, well, until this September I was thinking of enrolling college again, English and French perhaps.
Not necessarily in Brussels but yeha, I will go for languages.

PU9maker:  I see. Sounds great indeed. Education is very important these days. And languages could be a big help. Everyone should have some kind of "life goals" such as great carrer, go to space etc.. Whats yours ?

koukouz: well, I am not completely sure what my life goal is at the moment. This is rather characteristic for most people today, I would say. I guess I will give myself some more time...

PU9maker:  I understand. take you time. You've got the whole life in front of you afterall. Do you have any hobbies besides fapping ? Some outdoor activity maybe ? I think I've heard you play LoL alot is this true ?

koukouz: Fapping is not a hobby but a necessity, and an important step in building one's character. Anyway about LoL, it is true. Can't play at the moment for obvious reasons but I'm playing at a quite good level.
I picked up biking and working out a bit a month ago, but cannot do much at the moment which is making me nervous. I'm also an avid film watcher.

PU9maker:  Thats awesome, I too go biking and work out, For me its necessary to get out of PC for a while. So you are not tired of PC games as I actually thought when you quited KZ.
What was the main reason for your retirement? Long time ago I asked Country: Ukraine Playmate about it and he told me that your answer was philosophical but he told me nothing more and since then we've never spoken about it again.

koukouz: I quit kz for allods which was quite a refreshment after kz got a bit dull. There was basically no one to play against, no one to compete with. it was like playing football against women or like having the highest score in grammar in a class full of Argentinians.

PU9maker:  Heh, you are a self-confident person. Anyway.. what was the catalyst for becoming the best of the best ? Does it have anything to do with your life philosophy ? Something like.. An average ? No, thank you.

koukouz: Well, it is just that I try my best with the things that truly interest me - no-lifing and doing nothing productive, usually. It is just that I put my mind to things that don't really pay off. jokes aside, I really am a perfectionist when I do things and live terribly with average notes to the point of nerdrage. It was the same at school but I never put the same energy as on gaming.

PU9maker:  I also find myself as a perfectionist and I just cant sleep well until I manage things I have in mind.
Do you think kreedz could be on a certain level beneficial for people in real life ? Since this mod actually requires many different human qualities.

koukouz: I would say no. Yeah, it does indeed teach you patience and perseverance but unfortunately the efforts and the amount of time you put into gaming usually doesn't go anywhere else. With hindsight, I had a lot of fun but it might as well be considered time that could have been used for a better purpose. No amount of time this big should be considered as a good sacrifice for acquiring some simple qualities that can be learned elsewhere. Also when you put so much effort in a game, you start making it a priority over things that really matter.

PU9maker:  That is very very true. I share this opinion. Although passion is passion, there have to be some boundaries.
13.01.2013 you proved that you still got it in your hands by beating kz_cg_extreme with a superior improvement of previous WR. Is it possible that we will see you in a release again ? Even if only for one last time.

koukouz: 13.01.2013? Feels like it happened ages ago... let's say I still have some of "it", but not enough to compete on the current level. So I sincerely doubt I will put out a demo in the near future. Basically, the kz_cg_extreme demo was recorded when I was banned on lol, and I hadn't played KZ for months. But to be honest, I knew I was really playing on a lower level than I used to. Even though the time was ok, I knew I could have done at least 40s better with the old me. However, new competitors arrived after I had left and their skills are so high that I know I can't compete unless I play like before, which won't happen. So to answer the demo question, no. Not because I can't beat one, but because I know it would be a rather weak demo.

PU9maker:  Ah, got it. Here comes your perfectionism :) Did you always feel joy while playing or as time went on, it became more like a duty to keep yourself on the top ?

koukouz: I wouldn't say it felt like a duty but it was certainly less amusing to beat demos when I was at my peak. I mostly continued because I wanted to break the record for having the most world records at a single point. I also liked reading haters' comments every time I had a demo or demos in a release. If anything, those little kids that couldn't grasp my sarcasm really amused me (all my love goes to StarWars* and that argentinian pro whose nick starts with k, whatever his nick was)
It sure is a different mentality on lol though. While I was always trying to improve myself at KZ and only I was the one at fault when failing, lol can be really frustrating when your victory depends on the synergy of your team, and it often happens that I keep playing because I'm mad and want to prove myself that I'm worthy, hence the duty.

PU9maker:  I do remember the negative comments toward you. Ye, you mentioned in your previous interview with Country: Germany ChriZzo that you actually enjoyed all the hatred. You could either get mad or rise above the rest of them and let them hate.
What would you change about XJ ? Is there anything that literally irritates you ? And what's way better than it used to be in your active era at XJ ?

koukouz: Well, what irritates me is the overuse of the "hahah I hear that, I hear you " phrase in the interviews. Other than that, the circlejerking about old school days pisses me off. It is mainly fed by people who have no idea how it was like, keeping an ideal of a period that actually never happened, depreciating the current community. Considering that I don't really follow the community actively, I cannot say what I would like to change. I would change nothing, I would replace nobody. I am glad that we have highly skilled and clean players like LyNn that keep pushing the boundaries. And the number of projects started by admins are sure worth admiring. I'd say that the members' activity is too low at the moment though, and it feels like a desperate try to revive the community, so I think it would have been more productive when KZ and CS as a whole was at its peak.

PU9maker:  I hear you and I appreciate your honesty. Alright, my final question for you and we are almost done.
From your experience, what are the most important things while recording ? Is there any advice you could share with us ?

koukouz: A few things. Always enjoy it. When you don't, you'll most likely play terribly and won't achieve anything. Being nervous is normal and takes time to control. After hundreds of demos, I still felt very nervous when I knew my time was really good, but I learned to not make it a handicap.You can always do better. If you feel unsatisfied, just do it again. It will be faster and easier, and the feeling of accomplishment even greater. If you're mad, stop for a while. Usually coming back later makes you stronger on the particular map you've trained.
Don't beat my demos. Pls stop.

PU9maker:  Thanks. Very useful words. Alright, time for shorties :

PU9maker:  Do you remember your longest geeking time in a row ?

koukouz: 12 years. Really though; 2 weeks for kz_world


PU9maker:  Did you really record kz_underblock_ez as Country: France Pqst` ?

koukouz: Absolutely not. The greatest demo ever from the greatest player ever. I'm not even close to that level of perfection.

PU9maker:  haha no doubt :D favorite â€?sayingâ€œ ?

koukouz: You judge people based on their actions yet you expect people to judge you based on your intentions. //it makes me think twice when I disappoint others.

PU9maker:  Money or Love ?

koukouz: forever a virgin, forever a bum.

PU9maker:  Favorite philosopher ?

koukouz: brendo333

PU9maker:  Day or night ?

koukouz: Night of course, there is no greater solitude, regardless how many people you are surrounded with.

PU9maker:  Thanks. It was nice talking with you. Any final words ?

koukouz: I would like to thank you for this opportunity. I would also like to convey my gratitude, respect, greetings and love to koukouz. And all the rest of you. Cheers.
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